
Research Proposal 

 

This essay is a proposal for a study of a problem of sustainability that you would like to 

investigate this semester with the idea of proposing a solution (it is not necessary at this 

preliminary stage that you have a solution in mind, though you may describe possible 

solutions if you wish). In its final form it will be the introductory text on the homepage of 

your eportfolio at the end of the semester. In this essay you are to inform your readers of 

the general nature of this problem (what and why it is) and reflect on why you think its 

solution is worth investigation and how you plan to go about your investigation. Your 

immediate readers will be your classroom peers and me, but you should imagine a larger 

readership consisting of people who share your level of education. Depending on your 

potential readers’ familiarity with the problem you are inquiring into, you may need to 

describe or explain what it is, but you must show the relevance of your proposed study. 

Then describe your plans for how you will go about this study. For example, will you be 

observing or recording the problem? Do you have first-hand experience to draw on? Are 

there people whom you should interview about it? What additional resources may you be 

using? In its final form, this essay proposing your study will explain to readers how this 

project began. You should be informing and reflecting in this part of the eportfolio. 

  

Mechanics: 

 Minimum length—2 pages; maximum length—3 pages 

 1 inch margins on all sides 

 Use Times New Roman font in 12-point 

 Number your pages 

 Your name, course section and number, date, and my name go in the upper left 

hand corner of the first page 

 Title required 

 Double spacing 

  

 


